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PROPERTY TAX DEDUCTION FAQ 

AUDITOR’S ASSOCIATION  

2009 SPRING & FALL CONFERENCES 

 
Indiana Department of Local Government Finance 

November 19, 2009 

 
Because the initial property tax deductions Q&A from the Spring Conference was provided prior to the conclusion of the 

2009 special session of the general assembly, all questions asked at the Conference have been provided below with 

updated answers where necessary. 

 

1. A wife filed for the Over 65 Circuit Breaker Credit on or before December 31, 2009 for a property that is 

deeded in her name only. Her tax return for 2008 (see note below) was filed jointly for both the husband and 

wife. However, the husband died in 2008. When considering the income limitations for the Over 65 Circuit 

Breaker Credit, do we go by single or joint income for 2009-pay-2010 property taxes? 

 

Under IC 6-1.1-20.6-8.5(d), the following adjusted gross income limits apply to an individual who claims the Over 65 

Circuit Breaker Credit: 

 

(1) In the case of an individual who files a single return, the adjusted gross income of the individual claiming the 

credit may not exceed $30,000.  

 

(2) In the case of an individual who files a joint income tax return with the individual’s spouse, the combined adjusted 

gross income of the individual and the individual’s spouse may not exceed $40,000. 

 

Because the wife filed a joint income tax return with her now deceased husband, the combined adjusted gross income 

of both the husband and wife must be considered for the 2009-pay-2010 property taxes. If the wife files a single return 

for 2009, only her adjusted gross income will be considered when determining eligibility for the 2010-pay-2011 

property taxes. 

 

NOTE: For property taxes due and payable in 2010, the adjusted gross income considered for the Over 65 Circuit 

Breaker Credit is that which was reported on the 2008 tax return. 2009 tax returns may not be submitted until April 

2010 and therefore cannot be used to determine income for credits for taxes due and payable in 2010. 

 

2. In order to receive the Over 65 Circuit Breaker Credit, do both the individual and the individual’s spouse have 

to be over 65 to receive the credit? With the Over 65 Deduction, we would allow 50 percent of the deduction if 

the spouse was not at least 65 years of age – does this same rule apply with the credit? 

 

Only the individual applying for the Over 65 Circuit Breaker Credit must be at least 65 years of age on or before 

December 31 of the calendar year immediately preceding the calendar year in which property taxes are first due and 

payable. (Individual must be at least 65 years of age on or before December 31, 2009 in order to receive the credit for 

2009-pay-2010 property taxes.) Regardless of the age of the individual’s spouse, the qualified individual will receive 

the full benefit of the Over 65 Circuit Breaker Credit. 
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3. Homestead standard deduction was filed by property owner’s Power of Attorney. Property owner presently 

lives in a senior housing apartment but is moving to assisted living. The house is being rented. The homeowner 

never applied for the deduction in the past, but the Power of Attorney noticed the taxes were high and no 

deductions had been filed for the property. Is homeowner eligible for Homestead Standard Deduction? 

 

An individual should not be denied the deduction because the individual is absent from the property while in a nursing 

home, hospital or assisted living facility so long as the property is being maintained as the individual’s residence with 

the intention of the individual returning to the property. Because the property in question is being used as a rental 

property, it is not being maintained as the homeowner’s principal place of residence. Therefore, the homeowner is not 

eligible for the Homestead Standard Deduction on this property. 

 

4. A married couple owns two homes. The husband and wife each claim to be living in a different home, can they 

both have a Homestead Standard Deduction? 

 

A married couple is limited to one Homestead Standard Deduction statewide regardless of living arrangements or how 

the properties are deeded. Under Indiana Code 6-1.1-12-37(f), the county auditor may not grant an individual or a 

married couple a Homestead Standard Deduction if the individual or married couple, for the same year, claims the 

deduction on two (2) or more different applications for the deduction; and the applications claim the deduction for 

different property. This same limitation applies whether the homes are located in the same or different counties.  

 

NOTE: Per House Enrolled Act 1344, if on March 1, 2009 a man and woman each own a home and are receiving the 

Homestead Standard Deduction on each of those individual properties, the one Homestead Standard Deduction 

limitation does not apply should the couple marry and apply for the Homestead Standard Deduction on their joint 

residence. The Homesteads will remain on the individual properties of the husband and wife for 2009-pay-2010 

without affecting the eligibility of the married couple to receive the Homestead Standard Deduction on their joint 

property for 2009-pay-2010. 

 

5. An annually assessed/personal property mobile home has been granted a 100 percent exemption from property 

taxes. The sum of the deductions provided to an annually assessed mobile home may not exceed one-half (½) of 

the assessed value of the mobile home. How should this situation be handled? 

 

Deductions are not the same as exemptions. Under Indiana Code 6-1.1-12-40.5, the sum of the deductions provided to 

an annually assessed mobile home may not exceed ½ of the assessed value of the mobile home with the exception of 

the Homestead Supplemental Deduction. An annually assessed mobile home may receive a 100 percent exemption 

from property taxation. 

 

6. Jane Smith purchased her grandmother’s house on April 30, 2009. Her grandmother had the Homestead 

Standard Deduction, the Over 65 Deduction and the Over 65 Circuit Breaker Credit. Jane has filed for her 

own Homestead Deduction. Since Jane is not 65 would the Over 65 Deduction and the Over 65 Circuit Breaker 

Credit be removed for 2009-pay-2010? 

 

If the deduction or credit is on the property as of the assessment date (March 1, 2009 for real property, January 15, 

2009 for mobile/manufactured homes not assessed as real property) the deduction or credit will remain on the 

property for 2009-pay-2010 regardless of changes in ownership or eligibility. Since her grandmother’s Homestead 

Deduction and Over 65 Deduction were on the property as of March 1, 2009, Jane will receive the benefit of these 

deductions on the 2009-pay-2010 property tax bill.  

 

Since Jane has only filed for her own Homestead Deduction, she will not receive the Over 65 Deduction or the Over 

65 Circuit Breaker Credit on her 2010-pay-2011 property tax bill. 
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7. J&J Rental Properties LLC purchases a home from the Masons on July 15, 2009. The Masons had Homestead, 

Mortgage and Disabled Veteran Deductions. Will J&J Rental Properties LLC be able to use the Masons’s 

deductions for 2009-pay-2010? 

 

If the deduction is on the property as of the assessment date (March 1, 2009 for real property, January 15, 2009 for 

mobile/manufactured homes not assessed as real property) the deduction or credit will remain on the property for the 

2009-pay-2010 property taxes regardless of changes in ownership or eligibility. Since the Homestead, Mortgage and 

Disabled Veteran Deductions were on the property as of March 1, 2009, J&J Rental Properties LLC will receive the 

benefit of those deductions on the 2009-pay-2010 property tax bill.  

 

For 2010-pay-2011, J&J Rental Properties only will receive those deductions for which the LLC has applied and is 

eligible to receive. J&J Rental Properties must complete and date the application for these deductions on or before 

December 31, 2010 and file the application with the county auditor on or before January 5, 2011.  

 

8. The Andersons purchase a new home at 1234 Main Street on March 15, 2009. They have been unable to sell 

their old home at 5678 North Avenue. They have Homestead and Mortgage deductions filed for both 

properties. For 2009-pay-2010, they will get both deductions?  

 

If a deduction is filed successfully for a property on March 1, 2009, the deduction will be applied for 2009-pay-2010 

regardless of changes in ownership or eligibility. Therefore, because the Andersons have Homestead and Mortgage 

deductions successfully filed on their old home at 5678 North Avenue as of March 1, 2009, they will receive the 

deductions on that property for 2009-pay-2010 even though this property is no longer their principal place of 

residence. Since the Andersons purchased a new home and filed for the Homestead Standard Deduction on that 

property before the December 31, 2009 deadline, they also will receive the Homestead Standard Deduction on the 

new property for 2009-pay-2010. The Homestead Standard Deduction would be removed from the old home for 2010 

pay 2011 if the Andersons continue to own the property. 

 

Although the Andersons met the application deadline to receive the mortgage deduction on their new home for 2009-

pay-2010, because there is no mortgage balance on the new home as of the March 1, 2009 assessment date, the 

Andersons will not receive the benefit of the mortgage deduction on their new home until 2010-pay-2011. 

 

If the property on North Avenue has been used as a rental the entire time since March 15, does that alter the 

use of the Homestead and Mortgage deductions on this property? 

 

If a deduction is filed successfully for a property on March 1, 2009, the deduction will be applied for 2009-pay-2010 

regardless of changes in ownership or eligibility. Therefore, because the Andersons have Homestead and Mortgage 

deductions successfully filed on their old home at 5678 North Avenue as of March 1, 2009, they will receive the 

deductions on that property for 2009-pay-2010 even though this property is no longer their principal place of 

residence.  

 

If the house at 1234 Main Street had been bought in December of 2008, would only that property receive the 

deductions for 2009-pay-2010 since the property owners would have two properties? 
 

If the Andersons had purchased their new home in December of 2008 and filed for the Homestead Standard 

Deduction on that property, that would have effectively removed the Homestead Standard Deduction from their old 

home for 2008-pay-2009 as well as 2009-pay-2010. The Andersons would receive the Homestead Standard Deduction 

on their new home for 2008-pay-2009 and 2009-pay-2010.  

 

The Andersons would receive the Mortgage Deduction on their old home for 2008-pay-2009. Since there would be a 

mortgage balance for both the old and new homes on the March 1, 2009 assessment date, the Andersons could receive 

Mortgage Deductions on both properties for 2009-pay-2010. Depending on how the mortgages are recorded, Mr. 

Anderson could file for a Mortgage Deduction on one property and Mrs. Anderson could file for a Mortgage 

Deduction on another property. Married couples are not limited to one Mortgage Deduction. However, the sum of 

Mortgage Deductions applied to a single property cannot exceed $3,000, and an individual cannot receive more than 

$3,000 in Mortgage Deductions. 
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9. John Doe who is 80 years old dies April 1, 2009. He had the Homestead and Over 65 Deductions applied to his 

property as of March 1, 2009. Mr. Davis, who is 20 years old, purchases the Doe home on December 1, 2009. 

Mr. Davis files for his Homestead and Mortgage Deductions by December 31, 2009. What deductions will Mr. 

Davis receive for the 2009-pay-2010 property taxes? 

 

Mr. Davis will receive the benefit of the Homestead and Over 65 Deductions on his 2009-pay-2010 property taxes 

because they were successfully applied to the property as of March 1, 2009.  

 

Although Mr. Davis met the application deadline to receive the mortgage deduction on the home for 2009-pay-2010, 

because there is no mortgage balance on the home as of the March 1, 2009 assessment date, Mr. Davis will not 

receive the benefit of the mortgage deduction on the home until 2010-pay-2011.  

 

Since Mr. Davis is not eligible for the Over 65 Deduction, this deduction will be removed effective for the 2010-pay-

2011 property taxes. Effective for the March 1, 2010 assessment date, the Over 65 Deduction is no longer applied to 

the property.  

 

Mr. Green, who is 30 years old, purchases this same home from Mr. Davis on November 1, 2010. He files for 

his Homestead and Mortgage Deductions by December 31, 2010. Which deductions will Mr. Green receive for 

the 2010-pay-2011 property taxes? 

 

For the 2010-pay-2011 property taxes, Mr. Green will only receive either the deductions for which he has applied by 

December 31, 2010 or the deductions that have successfully been applied to the property as of March 1, 2010. 

Although Mr. Davis received the Over 65 Deduction on the 2009-pay-2010 property taxes, this deduction was not 

successfully applied to the property as of March 1, 2010. Therefore, Mr. Green will only receive the Homestead and 

Mortgage Deductions.   

 

10. Regarding the Carry Over Provision, the only deductions that are eligible for carry over are the ones for which 

the new owner qualifies, correct? The guidelines for the Blind/Disabled Deduction, Over 65 Deduction, Over 65 

Circuit Breaker Credit and Disabled Veteran Deduction have to be met by the new owner for the deduction to 

stay in place for that tax year or do they stay in effect for current tax year and removed one year out? 

 

The carry over provision for 2008-pay-2009 may apply for individuals who purchase a property between January 1, 

2009 and February 28, 2009. In order for a new owner to benefit from the Carry Over Provision, the new owner must 

be eligible for the old owner’s deductions (in place on the property as of the March 1, 2008 assessment date) on 

March 1, 2009. It is possible for the new owner to meet the eligibility requirements of the Blind/Disabled Deduction 

and Disabled Veteran Deduction and have those deductions carry over from the old owner for the 2008-pay-2009 

property taxes.  

 

However, the eligibility requirements of the Over 65 Deduction and the Over 65 Circuit Breaker Credit prevent the 

Carry Over Provision from applying. The Over 65 Deduction requires that the individual has owned the property for 

at least one year before claiming the deduction. If an individual purchases a property between January 1, 2009 and 

February 28, 2009, it is impossible for that individual to meet the one year requirement by March 1, 2009. The Over 

65 Circuit Breaker Credit requires that the individual be eligible for the Homestead Standard Deduction for the 

previous year. Again, if an individual purchases a property between January 1, 2009 and February 28, 2009, it is 

impossible for that individual to have received the Homestead Standard Deduction for the previous year. 

 

If the new owner receives the benefit, through the Carry Over Provision, of the previous owner’s deductions for 2008-

pay-2009, those deductions will be removed for 2009-pay-2010 if the new owner does not file for his own deductions 

by December 31, 2009. 

 

If the deduction or credit is on the property as of the assessment date (March 1, 2009 for real property, January 15, 

2009 for mobile/manufactured homes not assessed as real property) the deduction or credit will remain on the 

property for 2009-pay-2010 regardless of changes in ownership or eligibility. 
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11. A Veteran is partially disabled and also has the Homestead Standard and Mortgage Deductions. For pay-2009 

with the Supplemental Homestead Deduction, the Veteran is receiving an increase in remaining credit to apply 

to excise. The only vehicle the Veteran owns uses only a small fraction of the credit available for excise. We 

have had a huge number who want that benefit. BMV stated that it could only give the Veteran the excise 

amount on their plate. Veterans want that extra money entitled to them. What is the Veteran to do to claim the 

remaining credit? 

 

If the Veteran does not use the deduction amount granted to him on real property, personal property and then excise 

tax credit, he is not entitled to the remaining amount of deduction. Deduction amounts are maximums that a qualified 

person can receive. For example, let’s say the Veteran described in the question above owns a homestead property 

assessed at $75,000 and no personal property. His deductions would be applied as follows: 

 

Gross Assessed Value    $75,000 

Homestead Standard Deduction                    ($45,000) 

      $30,000 

Homestead Supplemental Deduction             ($10,500) 

       $19,500 

 Mortgage Deduction              ($3,000) 

       $16,500 

 Partially Disabled Veteran Deduction          ($16,500) 

 Net Assessed Value    $0 

 

The Partially Disabled Veteran Deduction (IC 6-1.1-12-13) allows a qualified individual a deduction up to $24,960. 

The Veteran used only $16,500 on his real property so he has $8,460 remaining to use as excise tax credit. Clearly, he 

is not going to need that full amount. Any amount that is not used toward excise tax credit (or personal property if 

applicable) is lost. 

 

12. How do we get the taxpayer’s social security/driver’s license number for the Homestead Standard Deduction 

when he has had the property with a Homestead filed for 20 years? 

 

Tax bills in 2010, 2011 and 2012 will include a form for taxpayers who are already receiving deductions to use to 

verify certain deductions and provide their identification number. The county auditor may terminate the deductions 

for 2012 pay 2013 if an individual does not verify the deductions before January 1, 2013. Notice of the proposed 

termination must be provided. 

 

13. Will the Homestead deduction verification form be pre-populated with information from the county’s existing 

data such as taxpayer name, property address and legal description? 

 

The Homestead deduction verification form should be blank when sent to the taxpayer to allow the taxpayer to 

complete the information himself. In many cases, the existing data will not contain the taxpayer’s full legal name, etc. 

as the law requires and a blank form allows the taxpayer to provide this information. By signing the form, the 

taxpayer is indicating that all information on the form is true and accurate.  

 

14. Where should the Homestead deduction verification form be returned? Who and what parcels are issued the 

verification form to complete?  

 

The Homestead deduction verification form will be returned the county auditor’s office. A form should be sent with 

each tax bill where the property owner currently is claiming the Homestead Standard Deduction.  

 

15. Can the State Homestead database utilize the parcel number to prevent the entry of duplicates? 

 

The Department of Local Government Finance does not have sufficient information to indicate whether a given record 

duplicates another so the database cannot automatically reject duplicates. A future enhancement will provide a 

standard report that will identify likely duplicates. 
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16. Even if we dump the Homestead data from our tax systems into the State’s Homestead database, unless the tax 

systems include fields for the social security and driver’s license numbers for each filer, the database still will 

need to be manually updated. 

 

This issue will be addressed with the tax billing vendors. While the Department is happy to provide necessary 

guidance for the vendors to develop and deploy this function, the ultimate decision to implement will be up to them. 

 

17. Does the State homestead database have the option to run a report that will flag different homesteads filed with 

the same social security numbers? 

 

Yes, this report will be built into our suite of standard reports. Keep in mind, that since we are only capturing the last 

five digits of a social security number, the report may pick up some false positives. For example, Mr. Jones files a 

homestead application with the last five digits of his social security number as 45598 and Mr. Green files a 

Homestead application with the last five digits of his social security number as 45598. Upon further investigation you 

would be able to determine that these applications belong to two different individuals based upon legal name and 

other identification numbers provided. 

 

18. What is the deadline for filing for the Model Residence Deduction for 2008-pay-2009? 

 

To receive the retroactive Model Residence Deduction for 2008-pay-2009, the qualified property owner must file 

State Form 53947 with the county auditor not later than December 31, 2010.  

 

If the 2008-pay-2009 property taxes already have been paid, the person who paid the taxes in entitled to a refund of 

the amount that has been overpaid after applying the model residence deduction. A property owner is not required to 

apply for this refund. The county auditor must, without an appropriation being required, issue a warrant to the 

property owner payable from the county general fund for the amount of the refund due the property owner.  

 

19. Is a Veteran with a 10 percent service connected disability eligible for both the Veteran Deduction ($24,960) 

and the Disabled Deduction of $12,480? 

 

Assuming the individual meets all eligibility requirements for both the Veteran Deduction and Disabled Deduction, 

there is no limitation preventing the individual from receiving both benefits. 

 

20. Can a married couple who owns more than one home file for a mortgage deduction on each home? If yes, do 

they get the full $3,000 on each home? 

 

Yes, Married couples are not limited to one Mortgage Deduction. Depending on how the mortgages are recorded, the 

husband could file for a Mortgage Deduction on one property and the wife could file for a Mortgage Deduction on 

another property. The mortgage recorded for each of these properties must be in the name of the person claiming the 

mortgage deduction. For example, the wife cannot claim a mortgage deduction on a property if the mortgage is only 

in her husband’s name. The sum of Mortgage Deductions applied to a single property cannot exceed $3,000, and an 

individual cannot receive more than $3,000 in Mortgage Deductions. 
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21. When a person files for a Disabled Deduction do they get it if they have a letter from a physician? Do we need 

to verify the income also? Also, do we use the total income of all property owners on that property? 

 

For purposes of the Disabled Deduction, individual with a disability means a person unable to engage in any 

substantial gainful activity by reason of a medically determinable physical or mental impairment which: (1) can be 

expected to result in death; or (2) has lasted or can be expected to last for a continuous period of not less than 12 

months.  

 

An individual with a disability shall submit proof of disability. Proof that a claimant is eligible to receive disability 

benefits under the federal Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 301 et seq.) shall constitute proof of disability. An individual 

with a disability not covered under the federal Social Security Act shall be examined by a physician and the 

individual’s status as an individual with a disability determined using the same standards as used by the Social 

Security Administration.  

 

Yes, you will need to verify that the individual meets the income requirements associated with the Disabled 

Deduction. The individual’s taxable gross income (does not include income which is not taxed under the federal 

income tax laws) for the calendar year preceding the year in which the deduction is claimed cannot exceed $17,000. 

Only the disabled individual’s income must be considered when determining eligibility for the Disabled Deduction. 

 

22. What is the Indiana Code that says that if a person changes their deed they need to re-file their deductions? 

 

Under Indiana Code 6-1.1-12-17.8 and 6-1.1-12-36, an individual who receives a deduction in a particular year and 

who remains eligible for that deduction in the following year is NOT required to file a statement to re-apply for the 

deduction.  

 

An individual who receives a deduction for property that is jointly held with another owner in a particular year and 

remains eligible for the deduction in the following year is NOT required to file a statement to re-apply for the 

deduction following the removal of the joint owner if: 

(1) The individual is the sole owner of the property following the death of the individual’s spouse;  

(2) The individual is the sole owner of the property following the death of the joint owner who was not the 

individual’s spouse; or  

(3) The individual is awarded sole ownership of the property in a divorce decree. 

 

A trust entitled to a deduction (see IC 6-1.1-12-17.9 for a list of those deductions which a trust is eligible to receive) 

for real property owned by the trust and occupied by an individual is NOT required to file a statement to apply for the 

deduction if the individual who occupies the property receives the deduction in the previous year and the trust remains 

eligible for the deduction in the following year. 

 

If a mortgage is refinanced, an individual receiving the Mortgage Deduction will need to re-file for the Mortgage 

Deduction because the amount of the refinanced mortgage may affect the amount of the deduction or the number of 

years it will be received. 

 

Reapplication for the homestead deduction is necessary if the property is sold or the title substantially 

changed. This includes situations where a person’s name has changed as a result of marriage or divorce or a 

new spouse is added to the title. 
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23. Ken and Lenora Magnett, husband and wife, own a home and claim the Homestead Standard Deduction. Now, 

Ken and Julie Magnett buy a property as joint tenants with right of survivorship. We also know that Lenora is 

deceased. Ken and Julie file for their Homestead Standard Deduction with the Sales Disclosure Form. Julie 

signs the Sales Disclosure Form. Sales Disclosure Form says that new property is her principal place of 

residence with that address but the deed says to mail tax statements to Ken and Lenora address. Do we assume 

that Ken and Julie are not husband and wife and allow the Homestead with the mailing address being different 

than the property address? 

 

Since the Homestead Standard Deduction eligibility requirements limit a married couple to one, as part of determining 

eligibility you should confirm whether or not Ken and Julie are a married couple. If they are not married, you should 

allow the deduction even though the mailing address is different than the property address.  

 

After July 1, 2009 when an individual applies for the Homestead Standard Deduction, he or she will have to provide 

the last five digits of his or her social security number and the last five digits of his or her spouse’s social security 

number. 
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24. As far as trusts, some attorneys have told us they shouldn’t have the Homestead Standard Deduction because 

they are entities. Will any trust be able to receive the Homestead Standard Deduction? 

 

Under previous legislation, the homestead standard deduction was not applicable to property owned by a trust for 

2008-pay-2009 property taxes. However, if that property met the requirements of IC 6-1.1-12-17.9 and received the 

homestead credit for 2007-pay-2008 property taxes, the homestead is entitled to a credit for the 2009-pay-2010 

property taxes. The credit is in the amount of the remainder of: (1) the amount of the property taxes the trust paid with 

respect to the homestead for 2008-pay-2009 property taxes; minus (2) the amount of property taxes for which the trust 

would have been liable for 2008-pay-2009 had the homestead standard deduction and all related deductions and 

credits been applied.  

 

Example: A trust-owned property received the homestead credit/standard deduction for 2007-pay-2008. The 

homestead standard deduction was removed for 2008-pay-2009 because the property was owned by a trust and the 

trust paid taxes on that property in the amount of $1,000. Had the homestead standard deduction been applied to the 

property for 2008-pay-2009 the tax liability would have been $300. (This tax liability included application of the 

homestead standard deduction, homestead supplemental deduction, additional state homestead credit and any local 

homestead relief provided.) Based on this tax liability, the trust will receive a $700 credit on the 2009-pay-2010 

property taxes for that property. 

 

The credit should be applied proportionately to all installments of property taxes first due and payable in 2010. (In the 

case of the $700 credit used in the above example, $350 would apply to the spring installment and $350 would apply 

to the fall installment.) If credit remains after the application of the credit to the trust’s 2009-pay-2010 property taxes, 

the remaining credit shall be applied to the 2010-pay-2011 property taxes for the trust on that property. Interest does 

not apply in the determination of the amount of the credit. 

 

A trust is not required to apply for the credit. The county auditor and county treasurer shall identify the homesteads 

eligible for the credit and apply the credit. The county auditor may reduce a taxing unit’s assessed value in the manner 

permitted under IC 6-1.1-17-0.5(d) to enable the taxing unit to absorb the effects of reduce property tax collections for 

taxes first due and payable in 2010 that are expected to result from credits applied to trust owned homesteads. 

 

If 2008-pay-2009 property tax bills have not yet been issued in a county, the auditor may choose to reinstate the 

homestead standard deduction for qualified trust-owned properties prior to billing rather than issue a credit on the 

2009-pay-2010 property tax bills. However, the Department of Local Government Finance does not advise an auditor 

to reinstate these deductions for 2008-pay-2009 if this choice will cause a billing delay. 
 

For 2009-pay-2010, a trust is entitled to the list of deductions below for real property owned by the trust and occupied 

by an individual if the county auditor determines that the individual” 

(1) Upon verification in the body of the deed or otherwise, has either: 

a. A beneficial interest in the trust; or 

b. The right to occupy the real property rent free under the terms of a qualified personal residence trust 

created by the individual under United States Treasury Regulation 25.2702-5(c)(2); 

(2) Otherwise qualifies for the deduction; and 

(3) Would be considered the owner of the real property under IC 6-1.1-1-9(f) or IC 6-1.1-1-9(g). 

 

For 2009-pay-2010, trusts are eligible to receive: 

- Over 65 Deduction 

- Blind or Disabled Deduction 

- Veteran with Service Connected Disability Deduction 

- Disabled Veteran Deduction 

- Surviving Spouse of Veteran Deduction 

- World War I Veteran Deduction 

- Homestead Standard Deduction (and therefore the Homestead Supplemental Deduction) 
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In addition, the Mortgage Deduction and Environmental Deductions (solar energy heating/cooling, wind power, 

hydroelectric device or geothermic device) are available to all eligible persons including trusts. (The Environmental 

Deductions currently are not available to individuals already claiming the Over 65 Deduction). 

 

 

25. Are Limited Partnerships, Incorporated, Limited Liability Company, etc. allowed the Homestead Standard 

Deduction if they bring something proving they are the LP, LLC or Inc.? 

 

The term “homestead” does not include property owned by a corporation, partnership, Limited Liability Company or 

other entity not an individual or trust, unless the property satisfies the following requirements: 

 

(1) The property is located in Indiana and consists of a dwelling and the real estate, not exceeding one (1) acre 

that immediately surrounds that dwelling. 

 

(2) The property is the principal place of residence of an individual. 

 

(3) The property is owned by an entity other that an individual or trust. 

 

(4) The individual residing on the property is a shareholder, partner or member of the entity that owns the 

property. 

 

(5) The property was eligible for the homestead standard deduction on March 1, 2009. 

 

26. The problem in the past with using driver’s license and ID is that they can have a Florida license and come 

back here and get an Indiana license. This doesn’t help when trying to check for Homestead fraud. 

 

The individual applying for the Homestead Standard Deduction is required to provide both the last five digits of his 

social security number (and the last five digits of his spouse’s social security number if applicable) and the last five 

digits of his driver’s license number, ID or other control number (and the last five digits of his spouse’s driver’s 

license number, ID or other control number if applicable). 

 

27. What do we do about a homestead applicant who provides the last five digits of her social security number but 

does not have a driver’s license number? 

 

In addition to the last five digits of the individual’s social security number, the last five digits of a control number on a 

document issued to the individual by the federal government may also be provided. For example, if the individual has 

a passport or State ID, the last five digits of these control numbers may be provided in place of the last five digits of 

the driver’s license number. In the event no other control number is available, the last five digits of the social security 

number are sufficient identification.  

 

28. The property owner, who is now in the military, never filed for the Homestead Deduction. He resided in the 

home before his deployment. Upon his deployment, the home was rented. His mother has Power of Attorney 

and is attempting to sell the property on his behalf. Can the mother, who has Power of Attorney, file a 

homestead on behalf of her son who is in the service? 

 

Only if the property is being maintained as the son’s principal place of residence may the Homestead Deduction be 

applied to the property. If it is determined that the property is being maintained as the son’s principal place of 

residence awaiting his return from deployment, the mother may complete the Homestead application on his behalf. 

 

29. For 2008-pay-2009, a property is receiving a non-taxable exemption. The house sold and the owner filed for the 

Homestead Standard and Mortgage Deductions, how should we handle this? 

 

The exemption should be removed when the property is sold because the new owner is not eligible for the non-taxable 

exemption. The owner of the property must be eligible for the exemption in order to receive it. If the property is 

purchased in 2009, the exemption should be removed and the Homestead Standard and Mortgage Deductions applied 

for 2009-pay-2010. 
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30. If a taxpayer uses the Sales Disclosure Form (SDF) to apply for the environmental deductions, what does the 

Indiana Department of Environmental Management (IDEM) need from the county auditor? 

 

The SDF can serve as an application for the Solar Energy Heating/Cooling System Deduction, Wind Power Device 

Deduction, Hydroelectric Power Device Deduction and the Geothermal Device Deduction. In order to receive the 

Hydroelectric Power Device or Geothermal Device Deductions, a certificate of qualification must be on file with 

IDEM. If the applicant does not provide that certificate with the SDF, the county auditor should contact IDEM to 

determine if a qualifying certificate is on file for the property and device in question. If no certificate exists, the 

taxpayer should be notified so the he can apply for certification from IDEM. If IDEM fails to make a determination 

before December 31 of the year in which the application is received, the system or device is considered certified. 

 

31. Should an individual always be allowed to file for a Homestead Standard Deduction even if the individual is not 

eligible to receive the Homestead Deduction?  

 

Any individual should be allowed to complete and file the application for the Homestead Standard Deduction. It is the 

responsibility of the County Auditor to determine whether this individual meets the eligibility requirements per 

Indiana Code. If an individual believes that he has been denied a deduction as permitted by law, he may file a Form 

133, Petition for Correction of an Error.  

 

32. Does the Over 65 Circuit Breaker Credit only apply to the residential values? How does this apply to the taxes? 

 

When determining eligibility for the Over 65 Circuit Breaker Credit, the gross assessed value of only the homestead 

portion of the property should be considered. The value of the homestead property cannot exceed $160,000.  

 

If an individual meets all eligibility requirements for the Over 65 Circuit Breaker Credit, he or she will receive a 

property tax credit that prevents his or her property tax liability on the qualified homestead property (the dwelling and 

up to one (1) acre of real estate) from increasing by more than 2 percent. Only the tax liability of the qualified 

homestead property benefits from the 2 percent cap. The cap is not applied to other real property owned by the 

individual. For example, if the 2008-pay-2009 homestead property tax liability was $500, the maximum 2009-pay-

2010 homestead property tax liability after application of the Over 65 Circuit Breaker Credit would be $510. 

 

33. If an assessor completely removes a structure based on the new Form 137R (for permanently flooded areas) 

and a Homestead deduction was originally applied to the property, should the deduction be removed with 

making the correction for 2008-pay-2009? 

 

Since the taxpayer will not be assessed a tax liability for the property based on the permanent flooding of the property, 

the homestead should be removed. The Homestead deduction cannot be applied to a property if no “homestead” will 

be assessed. 

 

If you have any additional questions regarding property tax deductions or credits, please contact Communications 

Specialist Amanda Stanley at astanley@dlgf.in.gov or 317-233-9218. 
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